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58 women had a positive 

screening mammogram that 

correctly diagnosed cancer

88 women diagnosed with 

breast cancer over 10 year 

study

30 women - 23 sought medical 

evaluations on their own; 7 had 

breast cancer diagnosed through 

clinical breast exams;

2227 women had 

screening 

mammograms over 

10 year study

530 women had at least one 

screening mammogram that 

indicated an abnormality but no 

breast cancer was present (false 

positives)

2139 women were free of 

(dignosed) breast cancer 

over the 10 year study

1609 women had normal 

screening mammograms and 

had no cancer

Truth about what is present

Predictions Present Not Present Row Sums

about what Y 58 (TP) 530 (FP) 588

is present N 30 (FN) 1609 (TN) 1639

Col Sums 88 2139 2227

Figure 5.6: This diagram illustrates one way to organize
false positive and false negative information so that it is
easier to understand. The diagram summarizes informa-
tion about false-positives and false-negatives from a 10 year
study of mammograms that were used to screen for breast
cancer. The data is from [43].


